Annual Record 2017
Exhibitions at St Cross and in Broad Street
This year’s two main exhibitions at St Cross highlighted lesser-known but no less fascinating areas of Balliol’s collections to the college and the general public.  The Michaelmas exhibition, ‘Look to the Rock from Which You Were Hewn: Hebraica and Judaica at Balliol College’ was curated by Prof Elliott Horowitz z’’l with assistance from Anna Sander. More than 250 visitors enjoyed the exhibition of early and modern printed books in several languages, and one spectacular C15 Hebrew manuscript, during the Oxford Open Doors weekend in September 2016 and at least another 100 throughout the term, including the Balliol Society Weekend. The exhibition culminated in a well attended and most enjoyable study day at St Cross in November, with papers from Prof Martin Goodman, Prof Joanna Weinberg, Dr Rahel Fronda, and Prof Elliott Horowitz. Sadly this project was to be Prof Horowitz’s last – but one that he had taken great effort and enjoyment in producing over the previous two years.  The spring exhibition, celebrating the centenary of George Malcolm, was curated by Giles Dawson, again with assistance from Anna Sander. Later in the spring a temporary exhibition on the life and work of Prof Les Woods was mounted at St Cross by Dr Joanna Ashbourn (St Cross College), drawing on the Les Woods Archive deposited there by her over the decade since his death. All three of these exhibitions included public opening hours.
Anna has also produced temporary displays of archives,  manuscripts and facsimiles for the Anthony Powell Society (with James Howarth, in the Old Dean’s Room), the Academic Society’s reunion (in the SCR), the AL Smith family reunion (in the Hall and Buttery), the Adam Von Trott Memorial Lecture, and for several College events including the Jowett Society weekend.  Regularly changing displays of facsimiles from the archives and manuscripts continue in the Antechapel, and single-page illustrated ‘Documents in Focus’ features are posted in the College Library during termtime to help make current members more aware of the Special Collections. Permanent virtual versions of these are posted on the Archives & Manuscripts blog.
Archives and manuscripts – supporting research and teaching
Between June 2016 and May 2017, 98 individuals carried out research in Balliol’s archives and manuscripts at St Cross, and the Archivist answered 752 additional research enquiries. 
In the Unlocking Archives series of illustrated talks on current research in Balliol’s special collections, Prof. Matthew Balensuela (Depauw) spoke on ‘The Copying and Content of a Medieval Music Theory Compendium’; Prof. Elliott Horowitz gave a curator’s talk about the Hebraica and Judaica exhibition; Monica Kendall revealed a Brontë link, and insights into 18th century education,  in 1780s schoolboy letters from the Morier family archive; Giles Dawson gave a curator’s talk about his exhibition on the life and work of George Malcolm; Lucy Kelsall discussed her discoveries as an early modern specialist on the cataloguing side of the current Wellcome Trust-funded Reconstructing Nicholas Crouch project; and Nikki Tomkins shared some of her findings about bindings, repairing early printed books  as the conservator on the Crouch project.

Balliol alumna Natalia Din-Kariuki gave an English seminar at St Cross for her students from St Hugh’s & Worcester Colleges, using special collections material . Dr Helen Appleton brought her Balliol English students to St Cross for an introduction to medieval manuscripts, and Anna & Gabrielle presented a special collections handling  workshop for Balliol English & History students preparing for dissertation research. 
Conservation
Boxing of the medieval and early modern manuscript books is complete. In preparation for a major exhibition curated by Anna Sander in Michaelmas term 2017, focussing on the history of damage and conservation in a selection of Balliol’s medieval manuscripts, the Foundation Statutes of 1282 have been conserved and remounted in a box designed for both storage and display. Conservation treatment of several other medieval manuscripts continues; these will also be exhibited in Michaelmas. Most importantly, MS 354 (Richard Hill’s commonplace book of ca 1510), a key and in some cases unique surviving source for medieval English carol texts, will be made safe for both display and consultation for research. 
Balliol’s Historic Collections Centre is open to any visitor or researcher by prior appointment with the Archivist. More details about the archives and manuscripts, events at St Cross, and the Archivist’s work throughout the year can be found on the Archivist’s blog and Twitter, Facebook and Flickr accounts; links to these can be found on the ‘Contact’ page at http://archives.balliol.ox.ac.uk.
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